B.

II: AT DHUFAR: ANARCHY,
TREACHERY AND HOSPITALITY

ELOW my window in the fort the palm-fringed beach
shelved down to the sea.   At anchor rode a dhow

____ (just arrived, eager from Basrah, with the first fresh

cargo of this season's dates, announcing, by her gay
.bunting and firing of her muzzle-loading mortar that she
was no stranger to Dhufar.

Along this seaboard the province of Dhufar1 extends
from Hadhbaram to Dharbat AIL It consists of a massif
3000 feet high running right down to the sea on east and
west, and retreating in the centre, to embrace the crescent-
shaped maritime plain of Jurbaib.

Judged by Arabian standards it is a province favoured by
Providence. It owes a unique climate to the 'Indian'
south-west monsoon, which here makes a preliminary call
and during the summer months sprinkles these mountains
with a drizzling rain so that the region flows with milk
and honey. Just over the mountain divide flourish the
famous frankincense groves of Arabia. This precious
product, sent to the temples of India, wins back rice and
cloth, coffee and spices for its owner's booths, and has been
the prosperity of Dhufar through the ages, though it were
well not to confuse it with the Dhufar of Arrian near
Sana* in the Yemen, a mistake made by Abul Fida*.
. The two main settled tribes of the province are the Qara
in the mountains, where they live by raising herds and

1 The word Dhufar has also a more limited application. It sometimes
stands for the capital of the province merely, that is, a group of three villages*
Salala, Hafa and Al Husn, in a way corresponding with the Badu habit
of the sands where Hofuf is called only Hasa, and Doha, Qatar.
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